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From Our Principal, Heather Connolly:

Dear Ravenswood Family,

As 2010 begins, | am excited about what the new year holds for us. The level of volunteer
involvement has reached new heights, our special fairs and events are in full swing, the
students are responding incredibly well to our school expectations and positive discipline
approach, and the teachers and staff are 100% dedicated to providing an excellent education
for our students.

This year will be very exciting for the aesthetics of our building as well . Beginning this
February and continuing throughout the rest of this year, we have several big improvement
projects planned. We 61 | be transforming the
space for our children to play in and learn from. Good-bye old sign, hello electronic board! Our
interior will also have some exciting changes as well: our intercom system will be upgraded,
security cameras will be added, and safety treads will be put on all of our staircases throughout
the building, among other new improvements to come. It will be a different place come
September.

I look forward to all that 2010 will bring. It is going to be an exciting year.

For Your Children,
Heather Connolly

January Spotlight - A Special Thank You

As many of you know, on Friday, December 11th, two
fell ow Ravenswood weredevastated ydire h
A letter went out to our community regarding the need for help
and donations on Monday, December 14th. By December 18th,
our school community had donated over $1500 in cash and
another $970 in gift cards for the families in need.

Trinks

These monetary donations dondét even begi mndt o
toiletry items that these families received along with holiday gifts and toys for all of the children
involved.

As principal of Ravenswood Elementary School, | am deeply moved by the outpouring of
support shown by our community. l'tds ti mes
close-k ni t family community we truly are. Rav ¢
more proud to be a part of what this school represents: family, involvement, concern, support,
commitment, sacrifice, warmth and love.

Thank you everyone for your generosity.
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http://www.ravenswoodelementary.com
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Spirit Week: January 11 - 15

Monday 1/11: Morning Monday. Wear pajamas to school. Too fun!

Tuesday 1/12: Twin Tuesday. Dress like another student for Twin Tuesday. You can take
pictures with your 6Tuesday Twindé during lunc

Wednesday 1/13: Wacky Wednesday.  Mix & Match your clothes, shoes and accessories for a
wacky look. The wackier - the better!

Thursday 1/14: Team Thursday. Wear your favorite teamds cl ot

Friday 1/15: FANtastic Friday/School Spirit Day. Wear your Ravenswood Gear or Red & Black
- Go Rams! (Student vs. Teacher Dodgeball Game is also today!)

a0

Everybody Dresses Up

- Organized by Teacher Mr. Switzer & the 2010 Student Council

Teacher Vs. Student Dodgeball: January 15

On Friday, January 15th, from 2:45 to 4:30 pm, get ready to show your stuff and play the game of

drawing ticket. The more times you enter the drawing, the better your chances for winning.

5th - 8th graders can win a chance to play the game. Kindergarten - 4th graders can win a chance to
sit in the special VIP area on the stage!

Parents, permission slips will go home with your children. To enter the gym, students must have
DODGRBAL), | their signed permission slip and their $2 entry fee ticket.

/ Dondt mi ss a chance t ostapesentt iWho vallavin ¢he Teachets brithe Stualénts?
— Thereds only one way

to find out._Brin%it! )
- Organized by Teacher Mr. Switzer & the 2010 Student Council

Ravenswood Spelling Bee: January 21

On Thursday, January 21st Ravenswood School conducts a competitive spelling bee for
the 4th thru 8th graders.
I ndividual classroom bees are conduct ed fotthe

competition on the 21st. The winner of our School Spelling Bee will then represent Ravenswood
at the Area 2 Spelling Bee.

Good luck to our competitors and wedl |l keep you posted on

2009 Winner, Jacob B. &

- Organized by Teachers Mr. Switzer, Mr. Hart & our 2010 Spelling Bee Committee c
RunnesUp, Quincy C.

Ravenswood Science Fair Winners

Our 7th/8th Grade 2009 Science Fair projects were judged by Ravenswood PTA volunteers on December 10th.
The students worked incredibly hard and the projects were truly awesome.

This yearo6s First P | a c efor Mgipmjacean Cryogesics.MV el doaeé SecoRd Place went to Luis
G., & John -John M. for their project on Energy in Food and Third Place went to Jasmine G. for her work on Heat
Absorption. These projects were extremely well executed and thoughtfully prepared.

Honorable Mentions went out to Perla T., Jessica V., Christian R., Steve A., Joseph C., and Jose M. for their projects.
These were also well thought out, carefully demonstrated and artistically presented.

Congratulations and we thank all of our  Science Fair participants for your hard work and dedication!
- Organized by Teachers Ms. Williams and Ms. Ustryski. Judging by Ravenswood PTA parent volunteers.

your lifel Hereb6s how the players are chosen: for eve
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Reality Fair 2010: January 22

Nicknamed "Real World Ravenswood", on Friday, January 22nd, 7th and 8th
graders get a taste of the real world at our Ravenswood School Reality Fair.

The Fair, sponsored by Ravenswood Community Services, gives Ravenswood
Students hands-on experience with life-skills such as budgeting money, managing
a family, securing housing and transportation, planning for retirement, and
more. Students research and select a career and write resumes and cover letters.
During the Monday thru Thursday before the event, 8th graders participate in mock

j ob intervi ews. They fearno their first paycheck|s Dpen
accounts, and pay bills in math class. Then, on Friday, they enter the gym and

reality hits! Students became responsible for a family with children and all related A Real World Reality Check

expenses, and then proceed through a succession of stations making various finan- at the Reality Fair

cial decisions. Like the rest of us, they also run into the IRS to pay their taxes, and
a couple of booths aptly named the AThe Fickle Fingers
their account or cost them (cell phone overage charges, parking tickets or winning a scratch off lottery ticket), making
the experience that much more exciting.

Fat

Roughly 30 volunteers plan and staff the event taking on a variety of roles such as bankers, car salesman (some

students were shocked to I earn they couldndét afford | u
others. Students then take this experience back to the classroom and further explore their choices though various
classroom activities. ) ) )
- Organized by Helen Poot of Ravenswood Community Services.
Ravenswood Rams: Boys Teams Selected
Congratulations to the boys who qualified for the 2009 -2010 Boys Rams Basketball Teams!
For the 09/10 Season, our 5th/6th Boys Basketball coach is Teacher, Coach Hart. Team members
are: Antonio V., Keshun H., Fernando M., Martin O., James L., Donald H., Anthony H., Henry O., Khalil
S., Dianteih B., Keith H., Ervin S., Henry H., and Ryan M.
Our 7th/8th Boys will be coached by Teacher, Coach Switzer. Team members are: Tyler C., Austin V.,
Dion B., Davonte W., Deandre W., Isaiah M., Josue M., Jonathan R., Christopher H., Richard H., Daniel
A., and Matthew S.
Boysé and Girlsd6 Team Rosters can be f ouAndupdated practice ansvgarmes i

schedule for Jan & Feb will be given to all players and also posted at www.RavenswoodElemetnary.com.

- Organized by P.E. Teacher Mr. Switzer.

Before and After School Adventures (BASA) 2010

BASA is filled with exciting enrichment programming including academic enhancement classes, theatre, sports,
music, and so much more! Plus, BASA incorporates homework help and free-play time into each and every day.

Spring Break Camp registration begins  January 11th. Daycare is offered on January 29th (no classes K-8, Profes-
sional Development Day).

For more information including tuition and daycare rates, enrichment and camp applications, stop by Room #005, call
Youth Guidance at Ravenswood School at 312-994-8179, or visit www.RavenswoodElementary.com and click on
Before & After School.  (You can pay online too!).
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